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1. In emply Februsry 1953 the Democratic Republic of vietnam (DRV) launched a new

movement in Interzones IIT and IV called the Movement for the Denunieation of
Misfortunes snd Injustlces (cung Tac To Kho Cue). A similar movement was launched.
in the Viet Bae in sbout November 1952. This denunciation system Has not yet been
applied generally and in & wniform manner in Interzone IV, bubt according to popu-
lazr gpinion, 1t will be very soon. C '

This system consisis of permitiing the poor clasges £0 denounce the injustices
that they have suffered in the papt, as far back as 1943, and to force the
privileged classes ‘to pay thelr Waebbs®., For exsmple, a tenant can denounce
the ”explaitaticns“ that he suffered at the hands of the landowners. Depending
on the csse; the landowner may either be directed to return to the tenant what
he owes him, or else may be imprisoned. The DRV hes not yet clearly defined
what constitutes ¥exhorbitant exploitation™. Judgements in the various cases
are stlll pronounced by popular conferences and vary in severity sccording to
the reglon and according to the indivdual beling bried. .

The denuncistion system is promoted chieiﬂy by mewbers of the Farmers' Patriotic
Association (Nong Dan Cuu guoc). Cells of the Assoclation comvene secret meet-
inge &t which they draw up 1ists of proprietors and the charges made sgainst

 them. The reports mre then sent to the DRV regional brancht and the loeal

Administrative and Resistence Committee. 1 the latter organizatlon approves
the indichtment, a group of farmers 18 convened to Formally juilge the defendant.
When & landowner i denounced he is always found guilty and hig rice filelds and
gther property are. econfisceted. However, & few acres of land are ususlly left
to him to enéble him to raise encugh food to live on.
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. Sbme mess arrests have been made, either because the indlcated persons pleaded

an inability to pay their ¥debts™, or because of an atbtitude of revolt against
the movement. Home prominent persons of the reglon who had previously been
aspered for various reasons, have Just been arrested. It 1s estimated that the
number of arrests within Nghe An Province has reached 20,000.

Tend owoers who made their feortunes through sgrimulture, called plunderers by
the Communists, are always severely sentenced. Offenders who lnherited thelr
holdings receive g less«severe penalty. However, the Communists congider the
parents of such persons to have been plunderers.

An example of the way an offender is punished is as follows: The offender owns
three houges: & two«story house, a one«gtory house, snd a thatched hut. If
the offender is condemned &g 8 plunderer, he and his family are deprived of the
uge of any of the houses and have to move into the barn. The two=story hoube
is then assigned for the use of the Tamiliés who were victimized. However, if

" the charges against the offender sre not too serlous, he might be allowed to
live in the onesgtory house or the thatched hut. His rice fields; except for one

or two scres, would also be confiscated. The offender is promised more land if
he behaves well.
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' 1o | | Comment . Presumably the regional branch of the Farmers' Patriotic

Asgsociation,

25X1A
2. | | Comment. It is not known what method was used to arrive at this
figure.
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